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Thai Festival 2008 in Washington, D.C.

Over the weekend, August 23-24, 2008, the Royal Thai Embassy, Washington,
D.C., in cooperation with other Thai government agencies and Thai community in D.C.
areas, held “Thai Festival 2008 at Union Station, the national capital’s central and busiest
train/metro station. Thai Festival 2008 is part of a series of events being held this year to
commemorate the 175" anniversary of Thai-U.S. relations.

The Opening Ceremony took place on Saturday morning starting with a “Klong
Yao” (long drum) parade. Then, Mr. Damrong Kraikruan, Charge D’Affaires, delivered his
remarks followed by that of Scot Marciel, Deputy Assistant Secretary for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs of the State Department. Then, William J. Mason, Chair LCS Committee
National Association of USS (L) 1-130, recounted a story of Thai-U.S. defense cooperation.
The sound of the “Kong” (brass drum) beat by Damrong Kraikruan and Scot Marciel
symbolized the opening of “Thai Festival 2008”. The opening ceremony was also honored
by the gracious attendance of H.S.H. Vudhichalerm Vudhijaya.

The event featured an exhibition on the 175™ anniversary of Thai-U.S. relations, a
miniature of Thai pavilion (Sala Thai), musical and cultural performances, Thai kick
boxing, Thai traditional massage, body and umbrella painting, a dozen of food vendors,
Singha Beer, fruit and vegetable carving, and free tasting of Thai fruits (rambutan and
longan). In addition, the event also featured Thai products and handicrafts, exhibition of
OTOP products, and booths of Tourism Authority of Thailand, Board of Investment (BOI),
Trade Promotion Office, and a mobile medical clinic.

The highlight was the musical performance by “Wong Fong Naam” which always
drew in big crowd and ended with big applause. Crowd also gathered around a Thai boxing
ring; a long queue waiting for Thai massage; while Thai food pavilion kept busy all day
long. Approximately 20,000 visitors enjoyed this two-day event.

Visitors were impressed by the elegance of the Thai decoration and by the scale of
the event. One of the Thai food vendors expressed their appreciation for opportunity to be a
part of this successful event. Representatives of local Thai associations and local
correspondents also congratulated on the success of the event. The public are looking
forward to joining “Thai Festival 2009”.
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